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Monday 28th June 2010:  
The Sins of the Summer Wardrobe – Beware the Waistband Bandit

Style drought forecast for the Summer months as research reveals men’s inability to dress themselves
Not many men would admit to being a mummy’s boy, but when it comes to matters of the wardrobe, English men are still firmly tied to the apron strings and cannot dress themselves.  
New research of 3000 Brits commissioned by online fashion store Very.co.uk reveals that over 40% of women buy all of their partner’s clothes, with 38% of men not caring what they wear as long as it’s clean!
The findings have caused T4 legend and style icon Steve Jones to lead a campaign for men to Smarten Up for Summer with a new men’s wear range from Very.co.uk.

But, when men do take style into their own hands they end up committing unforgivable fashion sins:
The top 10 summer fashion sins made by UK men that women hate are:
1. Wearing socks with sandals (cosy toes)
2. Wearing trousers too high (waistband bandit)
3. Trying too hard to be trendy (dad at a disco) 
4. Wearing white socks with shoes (wacko jacko)
5. Speedos (vacuum packer)
6. Hawaiian shirts and Bermuda shorts clash (Double Magnum)
7. Wearing trousers too low  (low rider)

8. Business shirt with shorts (IT Geek)
9. Football shirts and shorts (Brit abroad)

10. Tucking shirts in too far (Daddy long legs)
Men’s lack of style isn’t helped by their infrequent shopping trips. 45% of men admit to only going shopping every few months, one in ten lazy blokes only go shopping once a year and 13% rely on Christmas and Birthdays for new outfits.

A staggering 30% are happy to go out for the night in a football shirt.  Whilst 47% of women said one of the worst faux pas a man can make is wearing his trousers too high, followed by trying too hard to be trendy.

Lacking the skill or confidence to know what looks good, men seek refuge in ‘comedy’ clothing, as over 25% of men admit to wearing ‘funny’ t-shirts, ties and socks, with nearly a fifth saying they wore ill-fitting jeans; 46% think they look sexiest in a suit and 40% of women think they are more stylish than their male partners.  

45% of men admit to never thinking about what they wore for ‘pulling’, the Very.co.uk research reveals women actually think the sexiest outfit on a man to be crisp white shirt and dark jeans.  However, one in ten blokes opted to wear lucky pants on their hot dates.
Steve Jones has been announced as ambassador for Very.co.uk 'Goodsouls' menswear collection which launches at www.very.co.uk today. The ‘GoodSouls’ range hopes to be the saviour of struggling men with a collection of casual streetwear featuring jumpers, shirts, suits and jackets to spice up men’s wardrobe with an effortless injection of style. Steve Jones’s appointment is a call to action for all men to take more interest in what they wear and how they wear it.  

Steve Jones comments:  "We've all been guilty of fashion sins due to a lack of confidence or trying too hard which is why The GoodSouls range isn't about being fashionable it’s about looking smart and stylish. With a little effort and the right gear you'll be turning heads for the right reasons. 
"We’ve all been victims of a jumper from our mum for Christmas or the girlfriend telling us we look lovely in that shirt. Well I say my brothers its time we said no and shopped for ourselves! With a little confidence, and if you will pardon the conceit, my guidance, you will be turning heads for the right reasons. Go to GoodSouls."
Other results showed  

·  A big-headed 71 per cent of those women are proud of how their partner dresses.
· Nearly a quarter (23 per cent) of all women said their husband or boyfriend pay more attention to what he wears now compared to when they first met.
· A whopping 60 per cent of females who took part in the poll said they love shopping for clothes compared to only 28 per cent of men.  
· A third of men (32 per cent) said they find clothes shopping totally boring opposed to only 17 per cent of females.
·  But a quarter of fussy females said they hated it when men wear a jumper tied around their shoulders.

· A quarter of women said their beau regularly sports a football shirt when they are out.
· 14 per cent of girls said their man’s underwear drawer could do with updating.
· 28% of women would like to see their partners wardrobe updated more regularly

-Ends-

Notes to editors

For images of Steve Jones and further information, please contact: 

Abbie Cohen / Lisa Crawford
 T: 020 7 861 2525 acohen@resonate.uk.com
For samples please contact:  

Gemma Tomkys at Lee Publicity T:  020 7359 2288  gemma@leepublicity.co.uk
Survey conducted on www.onepoll.com in June 2010

Total number of respondents – 3,000 British adults
Goodsouls styled by Steve Jones is on sale from 28th June 2010 visit www.very.co.uk for more information
Further notes: 

· Offering a revolutionary way to shop, Very.co.uk provides customers with a mix of exclusive celebrity clothing ranges, the latest gadgets and homewares and interactive forums. Very.co.uk is part of Shop Direct Group 

· Celebrity designers for Very.co.uk include Fearne Cotton, Holly Willoughby, Denise van Outen and Jasmine Guinness 

· Shop Direct Group is the UK’s largest online and home shopping retailer with sales of circa £1.7 billion 

· The Group has 5m active customers across the business and employs around 9,000 people 

· Brands within the Shop Direct Group portfolio include Littlewoods, very.co.uk, Woolworths.co.uk, Littlewoods Ireland, Littlewoods Europe, Additions, Great Universal, Choice, Kays, Empire Stores and Marshall Ward 

· Shop Direct Group is the 2nd largest online clothing retailer in the UK, 3rd  largest furniture retailer in the UK, 4th largest sportswear retailer in the UK and 5th largest electrical retailer in the UK 

· Shop Direct Group Financial Services offers customers a wide range of credit, insurance and warranty products 

