LITTLEWOODS ANNOUNCED AS SPONSOR OF THE DAILY MIRROR PRIDE OF BRITAIN AWARDS 

Littlewoods.com has today been unveiled as the new sponsor of the highly prestigious Daily Mirror Pride of Britain Awards, the biggest national TV awards show of its kind*. 

Now in its 12th year, the Pride of Britain Awards is a national event that celebrates the achievements of the most inspiring and heroic people in the country – Britain’s unsung heroes.   

Mark Newton-Jones, Group Chief Executive, said: “Everyone at Littlewoods.com is proud and delighted to be the sponsors of the Daily Mirror Pride of Britain Awards. Unlike other awards, Pride of Britain is about recognising real people and the exceptional endeavours they have made to help others, in spite of overwhelming odds.

 
“Every person nominated for an award is an unsung hero and the winners particularly deserve our support and recognition.” 

The two-year sponsorship deal was brokered by Mirror Group’s Head of Innovations Keith Yonish and Carat Sponsorship’s Krane Jeffery. 

Every year the Daily Mirror Pride of Britain Awards receives widespread media coverage, with media partners including ITV network, GMTV (who devote two weeks of coverage) and ITV Regions. 

Hosted by Carol Vorderman, scores of A-list celebrities have taken part including Sir Paul McCartney, Dame Helen Mirren, Sir Michael Caine, Dame Shirley Bassey, Simon Cowell, Sir Richard Branson, David and Victoria Beckham, President Clinton, Bono, J K Rowling, Naomi Campbell, Russell Brand, Kylie Minogue, Robbie Williams, Jude Law, Take That, Ewan McGregor, Catherine Zeta Jones and Michael Douglas. 

HRH Prince Charles has presented the Prince's Trust Young Achiever Award for the past ten years and the Prime Minister has always attended since the event started in 1999.   

The Daily Mirror's Associate Editor Peter Willis, who founded and is in charge of the Pride of Britain Awards, said: "Littlewoods.com  completely understand the ethos of the Pride of Britain and their partnership will ensure the future success and development of the awards.” 


The Daily Mirror Pride of Britain Awards will be launched on July 19th, with the glittering awards ceremony taking place later this year at the Grosvenor House in London's Park Lane. 
ENDS 

Notes to Editors: 

*In 2009 the Daily Mirror Pride of Britain Awards was the most watched national awards event on British TV – ratings peaked at 6.5 million viewers on ITV1 (higher than the Bafta film awards, the Brits, and Oscars). 

Littlewoods.com:

· Littlewoods.com is part of the Shop Direct Group, the UK’s largest online and home shopping retailer with sales of circa £1.7 billion 
· Shop Direct Group has 5 million active customers across the business and employs around 9,500 people 

· Brands within the Shop Direct Group portfolio include Littlewoods, very.co.uk, Woolworths.co.uk, Littlewoods Ireland, Littlewoods Europe, Additions, Great Universal, Choice, Kays, Empire Stores and Marshall Ward 

· Shop Direct Group is the 2nd largest online clothing retailer in the UK, 4th largest sportswear retailer in the UK and 5th largest electrical retailer in the UK 

· Shop Direct Group Financial Services offers customers a wide range of credit, insurance and warranty products 

