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PRESS RELEASE

Shop Direct Group Charity Ball

Celebrates the 80s
Shop Direct Group, the UK’s leading online and home shopping company, is delighted to announce that it raised a fantastic £150,000 at its first ever charity ball, with cash still to come. 
The ball was held on Friday, 1st October at the prestigious BT Convention Centre in Liverpool and featured a spectacular evening of entertainment. Guests were invited to step back in time as they enjoyed performances by some of the biggest stars of the 80s including the legendary Tony Hadley of Spandau Ballet, Martin Fry/ABC, Go West, Carol Decker and Bananarama.

A host of celebrities were also in attendance including actress Lisa Faulkner, television presenter Angela Griffin, former Loose Women Carol McGiffin and Sherrie Hewson and Coronation Street stars Antony Cotton (Sean Tully) and Alison King(Carla Connor.) The 1000 guests were also thanked with messages of support from Very.co.uk designers Holly Willoughby and Fearne Cotton, as well as Olympic rower Matthew Pinsent.
The money raised on the evening will now be divided between three charities: Community Foundation for Merseyside, which works with community groups for the benefit and regeneration of local neighbourhoods, the Retail Trust which offers assistance to people facing financial, physical or mental difficulties and Charities Trust which provides grants to national charities including NSPCC and Barnardos. 
Shop Direct Group Chief Executive Mark Newton-Jones, commented: “I was overwhelmed by the success of the evening and the generosity shown by our guests. When we began planning our first ever charity ball I could not have imagined that it would have been such a magnificent evening –we intend for this to be the first of many. The money raised will make a real difference to the work of the charities and will help improve communities across the country.”
– ENDS –

For enquiries please call Ann Bryon/ Gill Hart/Cara Newton at Shop Direct Group, 
Notes to editors: 

· Shop Direct Group is the UK’s largest online and home shopping retailer with sales of circa £1.7 billion 

· The Group has 5 million active customers across the business 

· Shop Direct employs around 9,000 people 

· Brands include Littlewoods, VERY.co.uk, Woolworths.co.uk, Littlewoods Ireland, Littlewoods Europe,  Additions, Great Universal, Choice, Kays, Empire Stores and Marshall Ward 

· We are the largest full price branded clothing and footwear retailer in the UK

· We are the 2nd largest online clothing retailer in the UK 

· We are the 4th  largest furniture retailer in the UK 

· We are the 4th largest sportswear retailer in the UK 

· We are the 5th largest electrical retailer in the UK 

· Shop online at www.littlewoods.com, www.very.co.uk or www.woolworths.co.uk 

· Shop Direct Group Financial Services offers customers a wide range of credit, insurance and warranty products 


