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PRESS RELEASE

Shop Direct Group open world class photographic studio
Shop Direct Group, the UK’s leading online and home shopping retailer is delighted to announce the opening of its new, world class, photographic studio.
 
The purpose built photographic studio is housed at Shop Direct Group's Liverpool Head Office and is the latest development to support its online led business.


Covering approximately 7,700 sq ft, the studio has been named ‘The Lightbox’ and features a RED ONE camera, a ground breaking technological innovation that allows fashion stills and catwalk video to be shot simultaneously -without compromising on quality. The camera is currently revolutionising the film industry, with Peter Jackson (Lord of the Rings Trilogy) and Steven Soderbergh (Oceans 11, Traffic) amongst its many fans.

In the first year of operation, it is anticipated that the studio will film 3,000 still life shots of home & leisure and 10,000 fashion shots and videos. 
The fully-functional photographic studio will have three full-time members of staff as well as a flexible resource of freelance photographers, models and stylists.

Mark Newton-Jones Group Chief Executive said: “This is a truly cutting edge development that will drive significant improvements for the business. We envisage around 17,000 still life clothing and footwear shots will be taken in the first year alone. 
“The need to take additional photography has increased dramatically in the last year due to our expanding brand portfolio and online presence; we will now be able to deliver high volume, high quality photography in an efficient way.”

· ENDS –

For enquiries please call Ann Bryon/ Gill Hart/Cara Newton at Shop Direct Group, 0844 292 4799 or Charlotte Kenyon/Teresa Bianchi at Brunswick on 020 7396 7457.  
Notes to editors: 

· Shop Direct Group is the UK’s largest online and home shopping retailer with sales of circa £1.7 billion 

· The Group has 5 million active customers across the business 

· Shop Direct employs around 9,500 people 

· Brands include Littlewoods, VERY.co.uk, Woolworths.co.uk, Littlewoods Ireland, Littlewoods Europe,  Additions, Great Universal, Choice, Kays, Empire Stores and Marshall Ward 

· We are the 2nd largest online clothing retailer in the UK 

· We are the 4th  largest furniture retailer in the UK 

· We are the 4th largest sportswear retailer in the UK 

· We are the 5th largest electrical retailer in the UK 

· Shop online at www.littlewoods.com, www.very.co.uk or www.woolworths.co.uk 
· Shop Direct Group Financial Services offers customers a wide range of credit, insurance and warranty products 

