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16 June 2008 				          				       For Immediate Release





Shop Direct makes two senior appointments





Shop Direct Group, the UK’s leading online and home shopping retailer, has announced the appointment of Steve Makin as Group Finance Director and Anita Balchandani, as Group Strategy and Business Development Director.





Steve was formerly Chief Executive of Umbro plc and prior to that held the post of Chief Financial Officer.  In addition, he has held senior financial positions with ASDA and Wal-Mart in the UK and Germany and has joined the business with immediate effect, assuming full responsibility on 1 July.  





Steve has been appointed to replace Peter Ahye, who is leaving to spend more time with his family, following the birth of his first child.  Peter will remain with the Group until the end of August.





In addition, Anita Balchandani has joined as Group Strategy and Business Development Director, reporting directly to Group Chief Executive, Mark Newton-Jones.





Anita will be responsible for Group planning and change as well as supporting and developing the business strategy.  She joins from OC&C Strategy Consultants, where she was a Partner in the Consumer & Retail practice.  She has worked internationally with numerous retailers and branded manufacturers on issues such as developing growth strategies, new business concepts and winning multi-channel strategies.  





Group Chief Executive, Mark Newton-Jones, said: “I am delighted that people of the calibre and expertise of both Steve and Anita have joined the Group at such a pivotal time in our transformation.  I would like to thank Peter for his significant personal contribution and support in the turnaround of the business to-date and wish him every success in his future career and fatherhood.”
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