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22 May 2008 				          				          For Immediate Release


Shop Direct Group Launches Business Crime Course with Merseyside Police








Shop Direct Group, the UK’s leading online and home shopping retailer, has developed a joint venture with Merseyside Police, offering a Business Crime Course to in-house security investigators.





The idea for the course was formulated by  Shop Direct Group (SDG) Security Director, Mike Wyeth, who is also the Chairman of the Merseyside Crimestoppers Board, and Chief Constable of Merseyside Police, Bernard Hogan-Howe.  It focuses on the Core Investigative Doctrine and is aimed at security professionals who conduct investigations and need to gather evidence and conduct interviews in advance of formal criminal investigations. The course was developed by Mike Eveleigh, Head of Security Support and Gary Summersgill SDG Security Training Manager with Merseyside Police Crime Faculty.





The pilot course was delivered in March at the Merseyside Police Crime Faculty by Crime Faculty trainers to SDG security employees.  It consisted of teaching sessions and workshops based around a business-related scenario (in this case, an individual had attempted a theft from SDG).  At the end of the course, students had to present their coursework to directors of the company.





Mike Wyeth said, “This training partnership between Shop Direct Group and Merseyside Police demonstrates the close links which the business is developing within the community.  By enrolling security staff on the course, companies will benefit from having   professional investigators with the skills to enable them to present a comprehensive case to the police.”





Detective Chief Inspector Mark Dale of the Merseyside Police Crime Faculty said, 





“Merseyside Police Crime Faculty is committed to providing the best training possible to professionalise the quality of our investigations. Imparting this same structure and expertise to our business sector partners is an innovative and exciting venture that will go from strength to strength in improving the management of security within the industry.   We look forward to a continued and successful collaboration in this area of business crime investigations”.








The Business Crime Course is open to businesses throughout the UK who have security investigators involved in interviewing employees under the provisions of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE) 1984.  If you are interested, please contact Merseyside Police Crime Faculty on 0151 777 1651.


























ENDS





For enquiries please call Anthony Taylor, Head of External Communications, Littlewoods Shop Direct Group, 0870 263 3269








Littlewoods is a brand of the Littlewoods Shop Direct Group, the UK’s leading online and home shopping retailer, with sales of circa £2 billion. 


One in three households in the UK have one or more of the Littlewoods Shop Direct Group’s books (Autumn/Winter and Spring Summer books).


Shop online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.littlewoods.com" ��www.littlewoods.com� or � HYPERLINK "http://www.littlewoodsdirect.co.uk" ��www.littlewoodsdirect.com�
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