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        For Immediate Release

Littlewoods Shop Direct Group acquires debtor book of Empire Stores UK

Littlewoods Shop Direct Group today announces its intention to acquire the debtor book of the Empire Stores UK business as at the end of the current season's catalogue, anticipated to be in July 2008. Separately the group will acquire the Empire Stores brand name and customer database subject to regulatory clearance. This follows the announcement made recently by Redcats Group to cease trading its Empire Stores UK mail order business.
ENDS

For enquiries please call Anthony Taylor, Head of External Communications, Littlewoods Shop Direct Group, 0870 263 3269
Notes to Editors

· Littlewoods Shop Direct Group is the UK’s leading online and home shopping retailer, with sales of circa £1.8 billion and 18,000 employees

· The company reported strong Christmas ’07 trading figures, with home shopping sales growth of 7 percent and online sales up 44 percent for the 6 weeks ended 4th January 2008

· The company is two years into a significant five-year transformation programme 

· Littlewoods Direct is the home of big brands and stocks over 400 of the most well known brands including Sony, Diesel, Miss Sixty and Vodafone 

· One in three households in the UK have one of Littlewoods Shop Direct Group’s books 

· Shop online at www.littlewoodsdirect.com
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