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LITTLEWOODS SHOP DIRECT GROUP DELIVERS STRONG CHRISTMAS TRADING
Highlights

· Home Shopping  sales growth of 7% for the 6 week Christmas period to 04.01.08 
· Online sales up 44% 

· ‘Littlewoods Direct’ brand experienced sales growth of 20%, with online sales up 80%
· Transformation programme on track 
Littlewoods Shop Direct Group, the UK’s leading online and home shopping retailer, today announced strong sales growth for the Christmas period.  The home shopping business delivered a sales increase of 7% year on year, which was supported by a strong performance online.  
Sales increased by 7% in the Christmas period with particularly strong performances in clothing and footwear.  
The growth of our online business is a key driver for the Group and an important part of our ongoing transformation programme. During the past year, we have redesigned and relaunched the websites with improved functionality for our customers. This has been reflected in our online performance over the peak season, with online sales up 44%. Our lead online presence (Littlewoodsdirect.com) experienced a sales growth of 80% over the Christmas period. 
Stock levels were 10% below that of last year whilst gross margins were maintained. 

Commenting on the results, Group Chief Executive, Mark Newton-Jones said: 
“We are two years into our five year turnaround and are pleased with our progress to date, whilst recognising there is still much to do”. 
ENDS

Any enquiries, please call David Boardman, Group Corporate Communications Director, Littlewoods Shop Direct Group, 0870 263 2738
· Littlewoods Direct is a brand of the Littlewoods Shop Direct Group, the UK’s leading online and home shopping retailer, with sales of circa £2 billion 

· Littlewoods Direct is the home of big brands and stocks over 400 of the most well known brands including Sony, Diesel, Miss Sixty and Vodafone
· One in three households in the UK have one or more of the Littlewoods Shop Direct Group’s books 

· Shop online at www.littlewoodsdirect.com
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